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ODOT plans fo take the bite out of Year 2000 Bug 


ihe Jan. 1, 2000, the first morning of the new 
millennium. You could receive an emergency call 
to come into the office. On the way, you discover 
that the traffic signals aren’t functioning, your 
security keycard into the office won’t let you in and, 
once inside, the office environmental controls aren’t 
working and the office is very cold. 

What’s happened? 

The embedded systems (equipment containing a 
microchip with programmed instructions for a sole 
purpose, such as controlling the date) in electronic 
devices, and computer systems and applications 
worldwide quite possibly could fail because of two 
digits of code. 

To save on space, computer programmers in the 
past wrote year codes as two digits. Sept. 20, 1997, 
appears as 09/20/97. When Jan. 1, 2000, rolls 
around, computers and electronic systems may read 
the date as 01/01/00 and base calculations and 
operations on Jan. 1, 1900. Calculations marking 
passage of time could be based 100 years in the 
past, causing systems to fail or pass inaccurate 
information. Imagine people not receiving a Social 
Security check because a computer system thinks 
they are 8 years old, instead of 92 years old. 
ODOT actions can help others 

Known as the Year 2000 Bug, or Y2K, the 
problem is garnering serious attention in 
business and government. Lynn Cartwright, 
ODOT?’s Year 2000 program manager, said that 
the department is focusing on information 
technology issues such as older software 
programs, and day-to-day equipment operations 
including fax machines, traffic lights and vehicles. 

“ODOT is pretty much the only state agency 
looking at both sides of the issue,” said Cartwright. 
“We have a certain responsibility to report our 
findings to the Department of Administrative 
Services so the information can be shared with 
other departments.” 

Sharing information is a critical component to 
the success of Y2K compliance. 

“There is a lot of effort at different levels of 
government,” Cartwright said. “The Legislature 
wants us to communicate our findings to cities and 
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counties.” 

One of ODOT’s critical success factors is to 
identify agencies and business that might be 
affected if ODOT were to change its way of han- 
dling information technology. Cartwright men- 
tioned the interface between the Oregon State 
Police and Driver and Motor Vehicle Services or 
Motor Carrier Transportation. If either branch was 
to change the way it handles motor vehicle or driver 
information data bases but didn’t let the state police 
know, the potential for problems would be great. To 


prevent those problems, the department is entering 
into written interagency agreements. 
Just how big are the problems? 
Cartwright said ODOT has 18,000 mainframe 
programs with 7.5 million lines of code, and 6,000 
specialty PC applications that need to be checked. 
This does not count agency standard programs 
including word processing and spread sheet appli- 
cations. But in evaluating these programs it is 
critical that ODOT prioritize the right systems 
first — those systems critical to the mission of the 
agency — and develop contingency plans. 
“The Motor Carrier Branch has already identified 
manual processes to issue permits should the 
electronic system fail,” Cartwright said. 
Other branches are identifying systems and 
developing fall-back plans. 
Preparation for Year 2000 compliance does come 
at a price. According to Information Systems 
Branch Manager Dave White, estimates run at 
about $32 million just to correct ODOT informa- 
tion technology problems. That price does not 
address the business impacts. 
“People need to realize that this is not only an 
Information Systems Branch problem,” White 
said. “This will greatly impact the business area 
and many people haven't planned for it. They 
might consider a potential Year 2000 Plan in 
their budget processes. For instance, if an office 
planned to replace a fax after 2000, they might 
speed the replacement up and make sure the 
new fax is compliant. In addition, people from 
business units will be required to participate in 
large volumes of system testing.” 

White acknowledged Ron Winterrowd, Transpor- 
tation Application Development manager, for being 
the visionary to call attention to the problem and 
get the program up to the level that it is. 

“In terms of project size, people, systems, external 
links and cooperation, the Year 2000 project is 
probably the biggest project Information Systems 
Branch will ever work on,” White said. “It will be a 
real exercise in cooperation, coordination and 
project management — everything needs to line up.” 
(Written by Beth Wilson, 503/986-3429.) ¥ 


Police test new crash reporting form statewide 


ian new accident reporting form for police des- 

. signed by Driver and Motor Vehicle Services is 
being pilot — tested statewide. 

- A cooperative effort among DMV, Oregon State 
Police, the ODOT Transportation Data Section and 
local sheriff’s offices created the new form, said Deb 
Letney of DMV Driver Programs. The form is now 
called a ‘crash report form, 

Letney explained that police agencies must file a 
special crash report with DMV in addition to those 
reports filed by the people who were involved. But 
the old form was complicated and cumbersome 
and DMV found that police were not filing the 


Inside. ee, ODOT and Portland-area 


agencies clean up criminal 


transient camps. 


report as often as they should. 

“So DMV brought the interested parties together 
to talk about designing a form that would be less 
complicated and meet the needs of both the law 
enforcement agencies and ODOT as well,” Letney 
said. 

She added that DMV is required by law to 
maintain the accident report forms and the ODOT 
Transportation Data Section uses the information 
from those reports to generate data analysis on 
crashes statewide. 

The new form also replaces some previous law 
enforcement forms and is in an easier format, 


DMV and Corrections partner- 
ship helos DMV customers and 
provides training to inmates. 


Reid Meritt talks 
about his 50 
years with ODOT 


making it more likely that police will fill it out and 
forward it to DMV. 

“So far the feedback is positive,” Letney said, 
adding that once the pilot phase is completed the 
new forms will be implemented on Jan. 1, 1998. 

The new forms are for passenger vehicle crashes 
only. 

DMV plans to make similar improvements to 
forms used for truck and bus crashes, as well as the 
forms persons involved in a crash are required to 
fill out, Letney said. (Written by Natalie Barnes, 
DMV public information representative, 503/945- 
5465.) ¥ 
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Road to Dayville bridges gap to the past 


Bill Orr (left), acting State Paleontologist, shows 
Lindsay Lightner (right), a fossilized tooth from an 
herbivorous canine. Lightner is a senior in geology 
specializing in paleontology at Carleton College, and a 
1994 recipient of a Glenn Jackson Scholarship. She is 
the daughter of Al Lightner, ODOT Right of Way. 
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Da eee like Bill Orr, a 

retired geology professor from the 
University of Oregon and the acting 
State Paleontologist, do not normally 
participate in road construction. But on 
the Dayville - Picture Gorge project on 
the John Day Highway, where road 
construction goes through the middle 
of an internationally renowned fossil 
bed, his advice may prove invaluable. 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for 
paleontology. The material ODOT is 
removing is material we would nor- 
mally not be able to access. With the 
new information we hope to find, we 
will be able to add one more page to the 
book of Oregon’s natural history,” Orr 
said. 

The area around Dayville is thought to be rich in 
fossils of the Miocene Era, particularly hoofed animals, 
mollusks, plant and seeds, and ancestors of today’s dogs 
and cats. 

In addition to fossils of fresh water snails, Orr and his 
staff have discovered teeth and thorassic vertebrae 
fossils of 15 million years old oreodons. Oreodons were 
herbivorous canines between the size of spaniels and 
Great Danes. They ranged and fed in packs. This finding 


is significant because it indicates the possibilitly of 
discovering an entire skeleton. 

“What we really want is a skull,” said Orr. “The bone 
material is quite black and makes a dramatic contrast 
against the buff to white volcanic ash it is entombed in.” 

Scientists estimate that between 11 and 17 million 
years ago a series of volcanic eruptions in what is today 
the Strawberry Mountains near John Day covered the 
landscape in more than 10 feet of ash. Through time, 
water deposited the fossil laden ash in canyons and river 
bottoms. These alluvial deposits, known as the Mascal 
Formation, contain some of Oregon’s most significant 
and accessible fossils from the Late Miocene Era. 

Orr’s contract with ODOT stipulates that any fossils 
discovered in the Dayville - Picture Gorge project will go 
to the Condon Museum of Natural History on the 
University of Oregon campus, one of the foremost 
museums of natural history in the United States. 

“Valuable information may be uncovered during this 
project. We feel strongly that anything that is discovered 
needs to be shared with the public,” said Tony George, 
the Hermiston-based project manager responsible for 
overseeing the Dayville-Picture Gorge project. 

Orr and his team have until Feb. 28 to issue a final 
report detailing the significance and extent of their 
findings. (Written by Scott Fairley, Region 5 public 
information representative, 541/963-3177.) ¥ 


Criminal transients pose safety problem for ODOT and others 


ODOT, in partnership with the 
cleaning up transient encampments along ODOT rights of 
way. This large transient encampment was in a wooded area 
near Moody Street between Macadam Avenue and the 
Willamette Shore Trolley tracks. 
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Din cleaning up a site strewn 
with drug-use paraphernalia, 
prophylactics, decaying food, 
human and animal excrement, and 
visible signs of rodent infestation. 

These conditions are what 
Portland-area maintenance crews 
have to deal with on a routine 
basis along ODOT rights of way. 

Approximately 30 sites, some 
beneath structures, some in 
wooded areas along highways, and 
others precariously close to the 
travel lanes, are occupied by what 
the Portland Police Bureau refers 
to as criminal trespassers. The 
trespassers are mostly male 
between the ages of 15-25. They 
are typically from other states and 
bring with them criminal records and criminal intent. 
They also leave a trail of crime victims and unsanitary 
conditions. 

In recent weeks, ODOT, Portland Police, the 
Multnomah County Health Department, the Portland 
Office of Neighborhoods Association, Portland State 
University, non-profit youth and homeless advocacy 
groups, and other public and volunteer groups have 
discussed criminal activity, trespassing, and public 
health and safety concerns on transportation-specific 
rights of way. 

To help the police, ODOT has agreed to post no 
trespassing signs on its property. Authorized by Oregon 
Administrative Rule 734-020-0095, these signs give 
police the ability to make arrests based on criminal 
trespassing. It also allows ODOT the opportunity to 
begin cleanup operations immediately. 


“ODOT’s mission is to provide a safe transportation 
system, said Region 1 Maintenance Operations Manager 
Tom Lauer. “This cannot be done unless we take it to this 
level.” 

The criminal issue, according to Sgt. Rian Hamby, is 
extremely serious. Drug and alcohol use and criminal 
activity such as possession of stolen property, parole 
violation, violent behavior and resisting arrest, littering 
and graffiti are occurring on transportation-specific 
rights of way. 

“We've arrested people with needles still sticking from 
their arms,” Hamby said. “To support this lifestyle, 
transients break into cars and steal what they can, and 
commit petty theft and property crime in areas close to 
their encampments.” 

According to official police reports, businesses, resi- 
dences and schools have all been targets. 

Another serious issue is transient and motorist safety. 
Transients are in jeopardy as they stand or walk precari- 
ously close to freeway travel lanes. Motorists also are at 
risk of having an accident when transients walk on or 
sleep alongside the highway. 

Multnomah County Health Department officials 
describe the campsites as health hazards. ODOT, police 
employees, other public employees and the general 
public are exposed to unsanitary conditions and infec- 
tious diseases during law enforcement and ODOT 
cleanup operations. Rodent infestation brings along its 
own contagions and byproducts. 

Once the site’s occupants have been removed, ODOT 
cleans and makes whatever changes it can to prevent the 
return of the criminal trespasser. The department plans 
to post all rights of way that the Portland Police Bureau 
has identified as being criminal transient sites. (Written 
by Kathy Conrad, Region 1 public information representa- 
tive, 503/731-8264.) ¥ 


Cost estimators conference scheduled for October 


Me than 150 transportation engineers will 
converge on Portland’s Benson Hotel Oct. 5-10, 
when ODOT hosts an American Association of State 
Highway Officials and Federal Highway Administration 
annual workshop. 

Cost estimators and users of AASHTO’s Trns-port 
software will gather for training and priority setting. 
The conference is actually two meetings in one with the 
Transportation Estimators Association meeting Oct. 5- 


7, and the Trns-port Users Group filling the rest of the 
week. Trns:-port is a set of project administration, bid 
letting, construction management, and cost estimating 
tools used by more than 30 state departments of trans- 
portation. 

“The conference is an excellent training opportunity 
for ODOT personnel because it is a local conference with 
no out-of-state expenses and no extra training fees,” said 
Eileen Phelan, Cost Estimating Unit manager. W 


Inmates answer telephone calls 
Corrections Assistance Unit celebrates 10-year anniversary 


[' was an idea unique in the nation when it was created 
in 1987. In the ten years since, the Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Services Customer Assistance Unit based at the 
Oregon Women’s Correctional Center in Salem has been 
so successful that it has been used as a model for other 
states and jurisdictions. 

Last month, DMV and OWCC jointly celebrated their 
first decade of cooperative service with a reception at the 
prison. The unit consists of 23 inmates who answer 
phones calls from their unit home behind the walls of 
the women’s center for 17 Portland-area DMV offices. 
The unit responds to more than half a million phone 
calls each year. 

It’s a win-win situation for both DMV and the OWCC 
inmates. Portland-area DMV office staff can focus their 
attention on customers at the counter since they aren't 
interrupted by routine phone calls, and the operators 
gain valuable work experience and confidence. 

Customer Assistance operator L. Simmons* said, “the 
workplace environment allows us a break from the 
stressful prison environment.” 

The operators only have access to certain types of 
information and do not have the ability to dial out, 
except to transfer callers to pre-programmed DMV 
numbers. But the screening and training for the pro- 
gram has produced a very professional and proficient 
unit. In fact, customers usually have no idea their call is 
being handled by someone behind prison walls. 

“T love working here because I get to help people who 
are pleased and don’t know that I have previously made 
some bad choices,” said Sherrie”. 

During the past ten years, several inmates who were 
part of the unit have been able to find gainful employ- 
ment after being released because of their DMV experi- 
ence. 

“T think the program is great,” said Sophie*. “It lets us 
learn a new trade while incarcerated and gives us the 
Opportunity to get a job in the real world.” 

The phone inquiries range from routine questions 
about office hours and locations to the bizarre. 

“We get unusual questions about totally unrelated 


topics such as 
what to do 
with a dead 
possum,” said 
Marie*. 

One caller 
even asked if 
he could go to 
the Depart- 
ment of 
Environmen- 
tal Quality for 
an inspection 
— without his 
car. 

The DMV 
staff who 
work with the 
inmates also 
find the job 
rewarding. 
Bob 
Comstock, 
DMV techni- 
cal assistant 


Photographed at a reception recognizing a decade-long partnership with DMV, 
workers with the Customer Assistance Unit based at the Oregon Women’s Correc- 
tional Center handle phone calls for Portland-area DMV offices. 


with the unit, said that the job is like any other — with 


some exceptions. 


“Tt’s just like working in any other basic office envi- 
ronment, except you are in a confined work area,” he 


said. 


Comstock said that the security issues of the prison 
mean that there must always be two DMV employees 
present, which can make it difficult to schedule breaks 
or lunch. But he added that the experience has allowed 
him to develop a lot of management skills he might not 
have otherwise obtained. 

“This has been a very positive experience for me,” he 
said. “I have a lot of respect for the women in our 
program.” (Written by Natalie Barnes, DMV public 
information representative, 503/945-5465.) *Editor’s note: 
Inmate names are abbreviated for privacy. 


Traffic accident report shows increases in 1996 


vile than 53,250 motor vehicle traffic crashes were 
reported in 1996, 524 people were killed and 
alcohol involvement in those fatal crashes increased, 
according to recently published statistics from ODOT 
and the Oregon State Police. 

The total number of crashes represents an increase of 
nearly 5,600 crashes above the five-year average. 

“We attribute a significant amount of the increase 
during 1996 to improved data collection methods,” said 
Troy Costales, Accident Data Unit manager. 

He cited better reporting by enforcement officers, 
improved processing of accident report forms by DMV 
and the Accident Data Unit, and a revised tracking 
system as factors contributing to the increase as well as a 
possible higher volume of actual crashes. 

The 524 people killed in crashes during 1996 is a slight 
increase from the average of 509 fatalities for the previ- 
ous five years. More than 310 of the deaths occurred in 
crashes where the vehicle failed to keep in the proper 
lane or ran off the road. Another 144 crashes resulted 
from driving too fast for conditions or in excess of the 
posted maximum speed. 

Alcohol was involved in 217 fatalities — 41 percent of 
the total — slightly reversing a five—year trend of decreas- 
ing alcohol involvement and DUII arrests. 

The Oregon State Police Law Enforcement Data 
System reported 22,939 DUII arrests by all law enforce- 
ment agencies for 1996 — slightly below the previous 
five-year average of nearly 23,570. However, during the 
five-year period, DUII arrests had been steadily declin- 
ing from more than 29,000 in 1991 to 19,624 in 1995. 

Use of safety belts and child restraints remained 
unchanged from 1995 at 83 percent of vehicle occu- 


pants, making 
Oregon the 
fourth highest 
state in the nation 
for safety belt use. 
The previous five- 
year average for 
safety belt use 
equaled 77 
percent. 

The number of 
fatalities occur- 
ring in highway 
work zones 
dropped slightly 
below the five- 
year average of 10 
to a total of eight. 
However, the 
number of 
crashes reported 
in work zones — 
456 — topped the 
five-year average 
of 404. 

The Oregon 
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crashes | ee 499 | 46.809 | 809 49, eee | sa25e 254 


Injury Crashes | aoraa | 744 Saas 331 | anges | 983 | aaser | 567 


Property Damage 
Crashes 25,039 


Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (millions) 29,657 30,036 30,200 


# of Licensed 
Drivers (1000's) 


# of Registered 
Vehicles (1000's) 


Sources: Oregon Department of Transportation 
Fatal Accident Reporting System, U.S. Department of Transportation 
Center for Population Research and Census, School of Urban and Public Affairs, 


Portland State University 


Traffic Accidents 1996 book lists detailed statistics for 
major Oregon cities and each county. It also summa- 
rizes traffic accident data related to pedestrians, bicycles, 
motorcycles and trucks. The report shows crashes in 
categories determined by driver error as well. (Written 
by Monte Turner, Transportation Development public 
information representative, 503/986-4180.) ¥ 


Don Wagner 
Interim Region 1 Manager 


Don Wagner announced 
Sept. 9 that he has been 
offered a position with the 
Washington Department of 
Tranportation. 

Wagner plans to leave 
ODOT by the end of Octo- 
ber. No decision was 
available on an interim 
Region 1 manager at press 
time. 


hat is a trunnion? Well in Region 1 it has ended 
up being more than just a part of the mecha- 
nism that raises and lowers the Interstate 5 bridge. 

The project to replace the cracked shaft, or trun- 
nion, on the northbound bridge that spans the 
Columbia River between Portland and Vancouver, 
forces the complete closure of the 80-year-old struc- 
ture this month. The $3.5 million repair job jams 
119,000 vehicles a day onto the southbound lanes or 
on alternate routes. 

But instead of dividing the two cities, the two 
counties, and the two states, this worn part has done 
the complete opposite. 

What started out as mostly engineering work 
among bridge experts in Portland, Salem and Olym- 
pia, Wash., has turned into one of the largest multi- 
jurisdictional, bi-state cooperative efforts in memory. 
The process of public outreach and education during 
the past six months opened channels of communica- 
tion that never existed before. 

Facing a monstrous traffic dilemma, groups and 
individuals who opposed each other on a variety of 
transportation-related issues, found themselves 
working in harmony to deal with the potential traffic 
impacts of the project. The need for a multi-modal 
solution was never questioned. 


Communities develop solutions 


This could be witnessed in the swirl of activity 
before repairs to the bridge. It could be seen at public 
meetings where government officials, politicians, and 
citizens talked instead of argued. It could be demon- 
strated by the positive response from businesses near 
the bridge and major employers located miles away. It 
could be heard on local radio stations where news 
reports and commercials talked not only about 
potential traffic problems but promoted transporta- 
tion options for motorists. 

Feedback every step of the way came from the 
freight and trucking industries, ports, emergency 
service providers, businesses, neighborhoods, civic 
groups — and the list goes on. 

The project included a moderate allocation of 
funds for public outreach and education. However, 
an even higher amount of in-kind funds were do- 
nated to the project. For example, the two state 
transportation agencies spent approximately 
$150,000 on public outreach and education, while 
matching advertising and other ‘freebies’ from the 
private sector totaled more than $200,000. That’s 
good business. 

We asked communities to participate in decisions 


involving alternative transportation and construction 
scheduling. Commuters, employers, local officials, and 
many others provided input on key decisions about 
the plan. Their input actually changed our proposed 
schedule by several months. 

We raised awareness of the project using a variety of 
communication tools. Our communication goal was 
to give people time to plan, prepare and adjust their 
schedules. Nearly 8,000 businesses in the Portland and 
Vancouver areas were either contacted directly or sent 
information about the project and the role each could 
play in reducing the impact on the transportation 
system. For example, trucks making deliveries to the 
Portland-Vancouver area were urged to adjust their 
arrival at shipping and receiving points. 

The ODOT Motor Carrier Transportation Branch 
stepped up by offering weight-mile exemptions for 
the additional miles traveled by trucks that regularly 
use the I-5 bridge but will take alternate routes during 
the bridge work. King County in Seattle is providing 
80 buses for use by C-Tran, which doubles the size of 
their fleet. 


Partnerships must continue 


I’m very proud of the tremendous amount of work 
that’s been done by all the governmental employees 
working on this project. Managers in Region 1 were more 
than willing to lend assistance by reassigning staff to help 
support the project. Our maintenance crews, traffic 
management center operators and COMET responders 
are playing key roles in making this project a success. 
Other ODOT units, particularly the Salem Bridge Section, 
Rail Unit and Region 2 Maintenance/Operations Unit all 
were quick to lend a hand as well. 

Using this project as an example, I really think ODOT is 
turning the corner when it comes to being responsive to 
our public. If we can take some of the processes and 
procedures that established these partnerships and apply 
them to everything we do, we will become the type of 
agency our public demands. The commitments that were 
made by both the public and private sectors are unprec- 
edented, helping us deal with not only this project but 
future projects as well. 

Outside of a natural disaster, I have not seen this kind of 
cooperation, commitment and goodwill before on a 
maintenance project. Everyone realized this was a problem 
that would affect us all and decided to work together to 
solve it. 

In the past, this project probably would have been solely 
an ODOT issue. It turned into a good illustration of a 
regional approach to solving transportation problems — a 
true community-based solution. W 


ODOT and the city of Reedsport marked the completion of the 


Clear Lake crash barrier project on U.S. 101 with a ribbon 


cutting ceremony in late August. Because Clear Lake is 


Reedsport’s only water supply, about 4,500 feet of crash barrier 


was constructed to prevent vehicles and spilled materials from 


entering the lake and contaminating the water. As a safety 


improvement for motorists, bicyclists and roadworkers, the 


road shoulders were also widened to 6 feet southbound and 8 
feet northbound. Left, Reedsport Mayor Ted Walter wields the 


scissors while Whitey Lewis of Umpqua River Navigation, 


former Reedsport City Councilman Brian Newton and ODOT 


Project Manager Ray Cranston look on. W 
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Reid Meritt - 50 years of service to ODOT 


hen Reid Meritt started working for the Oregon 

Department of Transportation, Harry Truman 
was president, the New York Yankees were on their way 
to winning the World Series, and a good cigar still cost 
10 cents. A lot has changed in 50 years, but Reid Meritt 
still works for ODOT. 

Meritt started with ODOT in June 1947, after receiv- 
ing his degree in civil engineering from then Oregon 
State College, now Oregon State University. A stint in the 
Navy had taken him to other parts of the country, but 
the Scio-born and raised Meritt wanted to work in 
Oregon. 

He began his career as a draftsman in ODOT’s Albany 
construction office for $230 a month. He spent a short 
time in Rainier, then in one-year’s time moved to The 
Dalles, then on to Salem, Prineville and Klamath Falls. 
He stayed in Klamath Falls as the project manager for 15 
years, before taking the project manager’s position in 
The Dalles. Meritt was a project manager for 43 years, 
the job he wanted when he started with ODOT. 

“When I was about 10 years old I decided I wanted to 
build roads and bridges, and I was able to do that for a 
long time,” he said. Today, Reid is the Quality Control/ 
Quality Assurance coordinator for Region 4 and is based 
in The Dalles. 

In his 50 years with ODOT, Meritt has either helped 
build or worked on nearly every state highway in the 
region. 

“If I have a question about any road, bridge, or culvert, 
I ask Reid,” said Sam Wilkins, District 9 manager. “Most 


District 12 electric crew 


endleton-based District 12 Electric Crew members 

John Taylor and Mark Gronso have seen the light. 
Now they are saving Oregon taxpayers more than 
$30,000 a year by taking down unnecessary freeway 
luminaires on Interstate 84 between Boardman and 
Union. 

When I-84 was built, 267 luminaires were installed to 
provide light at interchanges along the 137-mile stretch 
between Boardman and Union. Power was less expensive 
then and people thought more light meant safer driving. 
Many motorists in this wide open section of eastern 
Oregon found the freeway lights to be uncomfortably 
bright however, especially on dark nights. 

Taylor began looking at specifications and realized 
that section of I-84 had far more luminaires than the 
level of traffic warranted. In fact, of the 267 luminaires 
between Boardman and Union, Taylor figured 151 could 
be safely removed. 

Taylor and Gronso then determined how much they 
could save if they replaced the 700-watt mercury vapor 
fixtures in the remaining 116 luminaires with 400-watt 
high pressure sodium fixtures. The results were enlight- 
ening. By removing 151 unnecessary luminaires and 
changing to lower watt sodium fixtures, they were able 
to cut power consumption from $41,652 per year to 
$10,440. An additional $2,000 per year saved in mainte- 
nance costs brings the total savings to $33,212 per year. 

Taylor and Gronso faced some opposition to their idea 
initially. Some people felt that removing luminaires 
would increase safety hazards on freeway interchanges. 
Taylor and Gronso were careful to explain that no 
luminaires would be removed from safety zones — 
bridges, stop signs, do not enter signs, and freeway exit 
signs. 

They also noted that having too much light is actually 
more dangerous than not having enough. 

“When you enter a brightly lit area at night your 
pupils contract to reduce the amount of light entering 
your eye,’ explained Gronso. “When you leave the 


of us can remember the last time we worked on a 
stretch of highway, but Reid remembers the first time.” 

Building the first two lanes of Interstate 84 between 
Hood River and Mosier was the project Meritt enjoyed 
most. Carving out the roadway between cliffs and the 
Columbia River, building over sand, rock and rivers still 
stands out in Meritt’s 50-year career. 

And, when it comes to changes, Reid commented: 
“Roads are still roads, but these days, it takes longer to 
build them.” 

Meritt and his wife, Flasta, raised their two sons, Alan 
Reid and Stephen John, as they moved across Oregon. 

“When we were married, I told her we would have to 


isle 


“Roads are still roads, 


move where the work was, and we certainly did,” Meritt but these days, 
said. “There were a few times when we would have it takes longer to 
appreciated more notice. When we lived in Prineville, I build them.” 


got a call on Saturday and was moved to Klamath Falls 
by Monday. That was what you had to do to work for 
ODOT back then, but we enjoyed it.” 

While many people wonder why he keeps working 
long after others would have retired, to Reid reaching 
the 50-year mark is nothing extraordinary. 

“T have no plans to retire. | might wake up one 
morning and decide ‘this is the day, but for now, this is 
what I do,” he said. 

Meritt received his 50-year pin at a recent staff 
meeting. The mold for the pin was custom-made since 
ODOT didn’t have any 50-year pins on hand. (Written 
by Laurie Gould, Region 4 public information representa- 
tive, 541/388-6224.) ¥ 


charged up over $30,000 savings 


lighted area it takes your pupils several seconds to open 
up again. In other words, having too much light actually 
decreases your ability to see at night.” 

The District 12 Electrical Crew began removing 
luminaire poles and changing luminaire fixtures in May 
1994. The process has taken three years because the 
short-term cost incurred in removing poles and chang- 
ing fixtures came from the crew’s operating budget. 
Gronso and Taylor have demonstrated however, that the 
initial investment is worth the long-term savings. 

“The money we save can go toward new construction 
or fixing potholes,” said Taylor. “It’s a good program. I’d 
like to see it done throughout the state.” (Written by 
Scott Fairley, Region 5 public information representative, 
541/963-3177) ¥ 
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Sparks and a lot of noise 
accompanied a demon- 
stration of a spray unit 
shooting liquid metal onto 
a steel beam. Hosted by 
ODOT’s Research Section 
for local, state and federal 
highway officials, the 
seminar covered the 
potential savings of using 
zinc coating on steel 
bridges, particularly in 
coastal environments. A 
metal, such as zinc or a 
zinc/aluminum alloy ts 


heated and sprayed onto a structure. Besides covering the steel, the zinc metallized coating 


protects the structure because the zinc will corrode rather than the steel. Zinc coatings have 
been used sucessfully in Oregon on concrete coastal bridges. Above, a representative of Ther- 
mion Metalizing, manufacturer of the spray unit, demonstrates how the coating is placed. W 
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Appointments 


Pat Arthur, highway mantenance specialist/entry, 
The Dalles. 

Rosemary Barnes, governmental auditor 1, 
Eugene. 

Geri Barringer, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Medford. 

Jo Bostwick, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Ashland. 

Lisa De Mers, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Baldock. 

Dianne Dennis, purchasing analyst 1, Salem. 

Kelly Dohn, highway maintenance worker, Port- 
land. 

Vincent Dunn, management analyst 3, Salem. 

Patrice Dunnigan, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Troy Elverfeld, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Albany. 

Douglas Fessler, information systems specialist 3, 
Salem. 

Jimmy Gaskey, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Albany. 

Robert Grubbs, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Michelle Hagner, office speciaist 2, Salem. 


Promotions 


Patrick Adams, engineering specialist 2 to 
information systems specialist 5, Salem. 

Richard Arnold, transportation engineer | to 
transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Donald Bird, highway maintenance worker to 
highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Ontario. 

Daniel Boyle, associate transportation engineer 
to transportation engineer 1, Central Point. 

Eric Burns, engineering specialist/entry to 
engineering specialist 1, Salem. 

Bette Coste, highway maintenance specialist to 
program technician 1, Salem. 

Sarah Creighton, office specialist 2 to adminis- 
trative specialist 1, Salem. 

Kenneth Fickel, associate transportation 
engineer to transportation engineer 1, 
Hermiston. 


Retirements 


Kenneth Fordice, transportation engineer 2, 
Roseburg, retired in June after 33 years of 
service. 

Jin Hamamura, highway maintenance worker, 
Ontario, retired in August after 15 years of 


Vaughn Hansen, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 


David Harris, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Cascade Locks. 

Daryl Hicks, associate transportation engineer, La 
Grande. 

David House, public information representative 1, 
Salem. 

Rhonda James, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Patrick Jaques, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Silver Lake. 

Kathy Johnson, information systems consultant, 
Salem. 

Rod Kamm, systems analyst 2, Salem. 

Sarah Lien, motor vehicle representative 1, Baker 
City. 

Cameron McGinnis, highway maintenance 
specialist/entry, Meacham. 

Lester Morton, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Albany. 

James Nelson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Phuong Nguyen, accounting technician, Salem. 

Scott Ohmer, engineering speciaist 2, Salem. 

Akin Owosekun, planner 2, Salem. 

Alice Passannante, research analyst 2, Salem. 

Bonnie Points, motor vehicle representative 1, 
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Kathleen Gomez, office specialist 2 to executive 
support specialist 1, Salem. 

Owen Herzberg, hearings officer 2 to principal 
executive/manager D, Salem. 

Richard Krog, engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Lisa Martinez, administrative specialist 2 to 
principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

Rory Meeds, motor vehicle representative 2 to 
motor vehicle field office leader 1, Rogue 
Valley. 

Kenneth Patterson, right-of-way agent 1 to 
right-of-way agent 2, La Grande. 

Aubrey Rogers, public service representative 3 
to program technician 1, Salem. 

Herbert Searcy, traffic signal technician 2 to 
electrician, Portland. 

Debora Simons, motor vehicle representative 1 


service. 


Rex Knight Jr., highway maintenance worker, 
Portland, retired in July after 17 years of 
service. 

William Lawrence, highway maintenance special- 


Simple solution keeps waste from entering river 


piece of ordinary PVC pipe and a little 

ingenuity produced a $10 scupper drainage 
cartridge that prevents aggregate and heavy 
metals from entering the North Umpqua River in 
Region 3. Scuppers allow water to drain from 
structures. 

Phil Moore, Specialty Crew supervisor, was 
challenged last fall by former District Manager 
Mary Martini to come up with a solution to keep 
waste from the Interstate 5 southbound Winches- 
ter Bridge from entering the river. Martini’s only 
criteria for the design was that it could not cost 
more than $10 per scupper per drain. 

The catalyst for reducing the amount of 
sediment entering the river was the listing of the 
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Umpqua Basin cutthroat trout as endangered. 

“We wanted to be proactive,” Moore said. 

The scupper drainage cartridge Moore designed 
is very simple. Take a four inch piece of PVC pipe, 
put a cap on the end and drill holes in it, flange 
the top, and drop it into the drain. 

Moore’s design works on bridges that have 
removable grates. 

“The bridge was under construction for micro- 
silica overlay, and the drain grates were redone to 
make cleaning the downspouts easier, so it was a 
beautiful opportunity to see if the drainage 
cartridge worked,” Moore said. 

It does work. 

“The crew complains they work too well,” 


Baker City. 

Maurice Russell II, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Paul Sabby, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Richard Sain, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Estacada. 

Berri Sellers, program representative 1, Salem. 

Jason Sheadel, associate transportation engineer, 
Central Point. : 

Judith Sherrard, executive support specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Colleen Sinner, highway maintenance specialist, 
Central Point. 

Michael Smith, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Estacada. 

Nancy Smith, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Rubin Stirton, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Silver Lake. 

Shelley Sullivan, office specialist 2, Roseburg. 

Mary Tarkington, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Irene Toews, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Lynne Wehrlie, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Kerry Werner, associate transportation engineer, 
Roseburg. 

Aaron Weseman, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Cascade Locks. 


to to motor vehicle representative 2, La 
Grande. 

Juanita Smart, motor vehicle representative 1 
to motor vehicle representative 2, Newport. 

Randolph Tallman, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Portland. 

Cheryl Taylor, public service representative 3 
to program representative 1, Salem. 

Bobby Walker, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor to highway maintenance supervi- 
sor 2, Portland. 

Patricia White, office specialist 1 to motor 
vehicle representative 1, Beaverton. 

Rae Wills, public service representative 4 to 
principal executive/manager B, Farewell 
Bend. 

Crystal Yencich, motor vehicle representative 1 
to motor vehicle representative 2, Gladstone. 


ist, Sweet Home, retired in August after more 
than 24 years of service. 

Clarence Tolbert, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Portland, retired in August after more than 
14 years of service. 


Obituary 


Darrell Sheridan, 1993 retiree from the Coos 


Bay Weighmasters Field Office, died July 6 
in Coquille. He was 63. 


Moore said. “We have to monitor them, and clean 
out the drains when they’re full.” 

The cartridge prevents about three-fourths 
cubic yard of material from entering the river 
every two to three months. 

But in the interest of the fish, every little bit of 
waste kept out of the North Umpqua River helps. 
And it all started with a $10 challenge. (Written 
by Meghan Dugan, Region 3 public information 
representative, 541/957-3656.) W 


ervice award 


30 years 
Gayle Chastain, accountant 1, Salem. 


25 years 
Dwight Berkey, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 
Mary Cunningham, office specialist 2, Salem. 
Ralph Favorit, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
The Dalles. 
Randolph Inloes, principal executive/manager B, Port- 
land. 
Forest Rhinehart, highway maintenance specialist, Ukiah. 
Con Smith, highway maintenance specialist, Prineville. 
Lesley Smith, engineering specialist 2, Central Point. 
Rosita Smith, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 


20 years 
Gary Fellows, electrician, Coos Bay. 
Gary Hanford, highway maintenance specialist, Lakeview. 
John Loss, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Portland. 
James Sampson, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Portland. 
Cheryl Spicer, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 


Werter 


Jerry Lairson, Phil Gagnier, Cass van Dijk, Raydel Kilgore, 
Dale Deatherage — Troutdale, from Gene Kozowski, K-2 
Construction, Portland. “We want to compliment your staff on 
maintaining an attitude of partnering during the course of 
construction.” 

John Lundberg and Chris Park — Portland, from Alice Cox, 
Portland. “John and Chris were courteous, friendly and helpful 
and are a credit to your COMET program.” 

Charles Martin — Salem, from Carol and JoAnne Galloway, 
Corvallis. “Thanks ever so much for being our ‘good samaritar’ 
as we were stranded on I-5. You renewed my faith in the 
human race.” 

Gary Beutler and co-workers — Portland, from Jeff Muceus, 
Laidlaw Transit. Mr. Muceus was stranded when the bus he was 
driving broke down. Gary helped him reach his company. “In 
my opinion, both Gary and his co-worker went out of their way 
to help me and I wanted someone to know how much I 
appreciated them for it.” 

Eugene and McKenzie Bridge Crews — from Dawn Schmidt, 
Bio-Med. Ms. Schmidt is a mobile collections specialist for 

-ODOT’s substance testing contractor. She wanted to express 
her appreciation for the crews’ cooperation. 

Nancy Cannon — from Dick Templeton, M.A.T. Transporta- 
tion Services, Inc. “Nancy Cannon is one of the most profes- 
sional scalemasters we have ever had the pleasure to meet. She 
was not only able to meet our needs professionally, but also 
went out of her way to help us in finding the proper informa- 
tion we needed.” 

Nels Osterholme — Astoria, from John Kuiper, P.G., AGRA 
Earth and Environmental, Inc. “We have genuinely enjoyed 
working with Nels, and have forged a strong partnering 
relationship. Together, we were able to get one of the first risk- 
based corrective action closures for a UST project in the state. 
This not only saved ODOT a significant amount of money, but 
was also a feather in both ODOT’s and AEF’s caps.” 

Robert Martin — Salem, from Alan Koenig, Frito-Lay, Inc., 
Vancouver, Wash. “We are very impressed with your expertise, 
enthusiasm and presentation skills. All attendees at our Frito- 
Lay, Inc. Pacific Northwest safety conference enjoyed your 
presentation.” 

Warm Springs Junction Crew — from Tom Anderson, 
Pioneer Energy, Madras. “I want you to know how much I was 
impressed with the way you took care of the roads from 
Froglake to the county line (last winter). It was always plowed 
and sanded or in the process of being done. It was always 
appreciated when you would call us at Madras and let us know 
what the weather was at the county line.” 

Lake Oswego DMV - from Vincent Trost, West Linn. “I was 
in your location this morning to get my drivers license renewed. 
I was very impresed by the service I got. The staff was very 
friendly and helpful. They seemed willing to take the time to 


Connie Tangen, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 
Doug Tibbles, highway maintenance specialist, Drain. 
Tamie Warner, engineering specialist 1, Salem. 


15 years 
Eddie Course, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Woodburn. 
Beverly Delarosa, motor vehicle repesentative 1, Klamath 
Falls. 
Patricia Jackson, office specialist 2, Salem. 
Steven Smith, engineering specialist 3, Troutdale. 
Elpidio Villegas, governmental auditor 2, Portland. 
Peter Villegas, highway maintenance specialist, Ashland. 
Richard Williams, highway maintenance specialist, 
Coquille. 


10 years 
Jane Estes, engineering specialist 3, Portland. 
Gavina Gutierrez, motor vehicle field office leader 1, The 
Dalles. 
Mary Henderson, right-of-way agent 1, Salem. 
Lynn Nanbu, accounting technician, Salem. 
Betty Niemeyer, public service representative 4, Ashland. 


make people feel valued rather than just someone that needed 
to be served.” 

Laura Hopewell — Salem, from Mark Swegar, Combined 
Transport, Central Point. “I am writing to commend the 
efforts of Laura regarding the 1997 prorate renewal. We have 
almost 500 tractors and trailers, both company owned and 
owner-operators. I was on the phone and fax machine many 
times with Laura, and in every instance I found her to be 
patient, knowledgeable, and timely. I admire her positive 
attitude toward working with a sector of the public that can be 
challenging and demanding. She gives ODOT a good name.” 

Ora Baker — Clackamas Promenade DMV, from Fred Macy, 
Oregon City. “This man should be complimented for the 
excellent manner in which he serves the public. Fast, intelli- 
gent, skilled, thorough and pleasant.” 

Beaverton DMV — from Patti Johnson, Portland. “Yea!! 
What a pleasure to receive the cheerful efficient services from 
the people working there. They were great.” 

Coos Bay DMV - from Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Fagundes, North 
Bend. “Staff was very pleasant and extremely helpful. Keep up 
the good work.” 

Florence DMV — from Taylor Young, Florence. Mr. Young 
commended the office for quick and polite service.” 

Elizabeth Hilton — Mall 205 DMV, from Margaret Warnock, 
Gresham. Ms. Warnock took her 94-year-old grandmother to 
obtain a photo identification card. “The bench is extremely low 
in this location, making it too difficult for the elderly to sit 
down and get back up. Liz didn’t miss a beat. She brought out a 
chair for Grandma, smiling and interacting wonderfully with 
her the entire time to make sure she didn’t feel embarrassed or 
a burden.” 

Robert Scheidemantel - Beaverton Mall DMV, from 
Rosemarie Alvarado, Portland. “He alleviated my anxiety by 
treating me as a human being and not as a number.” 

Rogue Valley DMV Express — from Heidi Peale, Alternative 
Services, Inc., Medford. Ms. Peale thanked the staff for helping 
one of her clients obtain a photo identification card. 

Teri Morehouse — Gresham DMV, from Opal Clark, 
Portland. “You show that you really care that our needs are 
satisfied — each and every one of us. It’s as though we, with 
you, are a big friendly, cheerful family, and I didn’t want to let 
you all down by my not passing the tests. Thank you for of 
your help, caring and encouragment, and I give special thanks 
to Teri Morehouse, my gracious new friend.” 

Raynard Smith — West Eugene DMV, from Dennis Fasold, 
Eugene. “He has a positive, friendly attitude and was very 
helpful.” 

Liz Hilton — Mall 205 DMV, from Helen Scheidler. “I was 
greeted by the most friendly young lady. She made me feel so 
comfortable. She was very kind, cheerful and respective to my 
husband and me.” 


Right of way acquistion procedures change Oct. 4 


DOT and other agencies with condemna- 

tion rights will follow new procedures for 
acquiring property for public improvement 
projects beginning Oct. 4 when Senate Bill 1036 
takes effect. 

ODOT currently acquires rights of way and 
other real property under provisions of Public 
Law 91-646, the ‘Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Policies Act of 1970. Senate 
Bill 1036 does not take the place of the federal 
law, but does augment it by changing some 
procedures agencies must follow when working 
with property owners. The bill accomplishes this 
through three major changes. 

The first change is a requirement to give 
owners 15-day notice of an appraisal inspection 
to allow owners ample time to prepare their 
property for the evaluation. In the past, inspec- 
tions could be completed as soon as appraisers 
notified owners and invited them to be present 
during inspections. 

The second change requires the agency to 
provide the appraisals to owners at the time of 
the initial offer. Currently, appraisals are consid- 
ered proprietary information. Sharing the 
appraisals will assist owners in determining the 
fairness of offers. 

The third change gives owners up to 40 days to 
accept or reject offers. Accepting closes a transac- 
tion. Rejecting opens up two avenues for seeking 
resolution: the first being a mediation process 
where no one is empowered to decide the issue of 
compensation, but where diplomacy and reason 
will resolve differences; the second option is 
arbitration where a panel decides the issue of 
compensation. Arbitration will be binding up to 
$20,000 and non-binding up to $50,000 limits. 
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The arbitration avenue was made available 
through this new law. If all else fails, a condemna- 
tion trial can still be held to determine compen- 
sation due for property being acquired. In the 
end, the agency is still able to acquire property for 
needed public improvements, but owners should 
find the process more to their liking. 


“This law makes several changes in the way we 
perform Right of Way work. Sharing appraisal 
information with owners will build trust and 
should pay dividends in the future,” said Dee 
Jones, Right of Way Section manager. (Written by 
Robert Smith, Technical Services public informa- 
tion representative, 503/986-4334.) ¥ 


ODOT leads transportation conference planning 


DOT is resuming a leadership role in organiz- 

ing the Northwest Transportation Conference, 
which is attended by transportation officials 
throughout Oregon and neighboring states. 

The next conference will be held Feb. 4-6, 1998, at 

a new Oregon State University facility in Corvallis. 
The event formerly was known as the Northwest 
Roads and Streets Conference, but changed its 
name and broadened its focus recently. 


News you can use 
Accident reporting damage cost increases to 0 $1, 000 


Beginning Oct. 4, an accident report must be 
filed within 72 hours of crashes involving property 
damage in excess of $1,000 to any one vehicle, or a 


People who have attended recent sessions have 
received an advance announcement and a survey 
seeking feedback on previous sessions. The question- 
naire asks for suggestions to improve future confer- 
ences. 

Recipients also prioritize topics to be covered at the 
conference. Registration information will be available 
this fall. For more information, contact Judy Sherrard 
in the Policy Section at 503/986-3476. W 


crash involving injury or death. Action by the 1997 | 
Legislature increased the minimum damage ; 
requirement from $500 to $1,000. ¥ 


If you noticed a change... 


Page | and page 8 of TranScript are different 
this month because ODOT is using the Depart- 
ment of Administrative Services’ Print to Post 
method of mailing. This speedier process elimi- 
nates the need for stick-on address labels since 
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the names and addresses of the 1,550 readers 
outside of ODOT are now directly printed onto 
page 8 and mailed from the printing plant. For 
more information on this process, call Roger 
Labar at 503/378-3397 ext. 256. W 


